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Lincolnshire Automobile Club Officials and contacts 

 
  Chairman                            Ted Stanley 

       Tel 07891056818         ted@tedstanley.uk 

 

  

Membership Secretary         Andrew Gunn 

           gunnandrew65@gmail.com 

 

 

Magazine Editor                   Roger Thompson 

        

 

 

Events                          Peter Penn-Smith 

       Tel 01472 502804    peter.penn-smith@ntlworld.com 

  

 

Social Events                        Sue Peach 

        

      

 

Club Secretary                     Vacancy                

        

 

Technical Support                 Alistair Russell 

       Tel 01472 824556    alistairrobinrussell@outlook.com 

 

 

Safety & Marshalling            Terry Willey 

       Tel 07874027325 

 

 

Fund Raising                     Janet Turner 
      Tel 07724685868 

 

 

Social Media                          Paul Connolly 

       Tel 07740895084         Pconnolly15@sky.com 
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MEMBERSHIP SUBSCRIPTIONS 

 

Subscriptions are now due. To renew your membership for 

2019, please send a cheque for £25 made payable to 

‘Lincolnshire Automobile Club’ with your membership 

number on the back to Andrew Gunn, 17 Sandy Lane, 

Tealby, Market Rasen LN8 3YF 

Chairman’s report 

 

Born out of frustration and necessity at the end of 2017, the club has enjoyed 

a very successful first year. The enthusiastic efforts of the founding       

members and committee, joined soon after by Sue and Len Peach and later 

by Paul Connolly, attracted both old and new motoring friends who have 

supported and enjoyed our events and activities.  Sandra Bunyan, ensured 

we were invited to many of the most popular shows to display our cars, 

where Peter Penn- Smith promoted the club with a new gazebo and Terry 

Willey provided marshalling support.  Sue Peach’s midweek lunch meetings 

at places of interest, historic racing at Cadwell Park, a visit to Great British 

Sports Cars and club member’s meetings with guest speakers, added further 

interest to a packed calendar of events. Andrew Gunn was kept busy with 

flurry of new members and Alistair Russel gave valuable technical advice in 

the club magazine edited and published to a very professional level by Roger 

Thompson. Tech-savvy members could also access information though the 

club web site and facebook page developed by Paul Connolly. Janet Turner 

has been busy raising funds for the club while club treasurer, Sandra, made 

sure we didn’t spend it all.  Sandra, Sue and Janet shared the duties as club 

secretary.  2019 began with our birthday bash in January and, far from    

putting the brakes on,  we are looking forward to a varied calendar of      

activities with some exiting new additions including Sue and Len’s new 

weekend lunch runs and our own Classic Car Show in partnership with   

Appleby’s Ice Cream, featuring a display up to 100 cars from cars clubs 

around the region. The year has not been with its challenges but we could 

not have asked for a more positive start for the new club and I would like to 

thank my committee members and all our club members for their support 

and look forward to accelerating our success in the coming year. 

 

                                                                    Ted Stanley 
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Members Cars 
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BIRTHDAY BASH 

 

 

We enjoyed a splendid evening of good food and good company at the Kenwick 

Park Hotel on 18th January for our first annual dinner to celebrate the formation of 

the club. Paul Connolly arranged a slide show of from 2018 club events and 

member’s cars while we enjoyed dinner in the private dining room. The delicious 

chocolate birthday cake was provided by Jassies of Louth.  Attending the event were 

Sandra and Michael Bunyan, John and Madge Janney, Peter and Warwick Penn- 

Smith, Sue and Len Peach, Mr and Mrs Paul Connolly, Mr and Mrs Alistair Russell, 

Andrew Gunn, Ted Stanley, Debbie Geddes, Maria and Gary Wagg Mr and Mrs 

John Morton and Mr and Mrs Tom Anthony. It was reported as a great opportunity 

to get to know other members and make new friends. We apologise to those 

members who were unable to attend, due to limited numbers. We plan to cater for 

more members next year. 
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My Riley Special 

 
As a young man in 1956 I came across a red Austin 7 Grasshopper  which 

I thought was the most desirable car I had seen but beyond my modest 

means. The following year, I bought ATB64 a 1935 Austin 7 saloon which 

required me to carry a hammer to replace the kingpin on route as it had a 

split axle end. Over the next 2 years with the enthusiasm of youth, I built it 

into an aluminium ash framed two seater. I achieved a lower radiator by 

remotely fitting the header tank. In those days local tradesmen were   

available and a duck hood was made. 

I then went to Loughborough College, this was the time the first MOTs 

came in and a large number of magnificent cars became almost valueless 

overnight. In fact at the breakers in Loughborough I came across an     

immaculate Triumph 7 with only 600 miles on the clock, at the same time I 

was impressed by the chassis of a Riley on its side. 

Whilst at college I saw a stunning white Singer Le Mans, but ended up 

with a not so good pretty red (pink) Le Mans 9 with suicide doors and an 

inaccessible hood (a prototype, but I didn’t know at the time). The body 

and chassis were so flexible that the doors opened themselves at will. I was 

told it was an early form of independent suspension! The engine had an 

adjustment on the gears which meant the distributor setting was unreliable. 

Eventually the crown wheel lost a tooth. 

Some years later I came across the car again beautifully rebuilt in black. 

The new owner sold me an MG P that had been on fire at the rear. I partly 

rebuilt it and when I was asked to sell it, the money bought me the first of 

my two complete Riley RMEs. 

I had accumulated a large quantity of spares and had always had pleasure 

from practical work, particularly chassis and body work. When I replaced 

the fabric roof on the RME I had found it rewarding. I wanted a car that 

fitted my ideals so I decided to build my own, particularly  as I had so 

many spares. 

My design requirements were; two seater, as low as possible, a hint of the 

Riley, styling from the Grasshopper and fabric covered. The restrictions I 

found were the RME radiator was too high, the chassis cross rail between 

the engine and gearbox would be difficult to move, and the chassis was too 

long with a poor rear cross rail. 

The replacement radiator cowl came from a pre-war Riley and the radiator 

was fitted with a shorter core and lowered with a remote header tank. The 

front suspension was lowered by resetting the torsion bars with no adverse 

effects. Rear springing had two leaves removed and the chassis was   
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shortened by 10 inches. I joined the two halves at the front spring hanger of the 

rear springs, welded up the joint, ground off the joint and then placed the new 

spring hangers over the joint. The rear of the chassis had a new cross rail    

incorporating the spare wheel carrier, jacking points, rear light surrounds and 

number plate (concealing the towing ball). 

The body was built with ash, ply and reinforced with steel to make it rigid (not 

like the Singer). Seating was between the chassis rails. The body was covered 

with green leather cloth in the traditional manner. A vee windscreen was made 

in stainless steel to reflect its parentage. Bonnet sides were louvered and made 

removable not like the awkward RME. 

All my RMEs had been fitted with servos after nearly running into the back of 

another vehicle. 

As the master cylinder was a problem on the RMs, I decided to rethink the 

system and ended up with a Vauxhall Nova master cylinder, servo and        

diagonally split pipes. The original drum brakes were used but because the rear 

end was so light the rear wheels locked up until restrictors were fitted. 

The engine revved unnecessarily so I decided to fit a five speed box from a 

Volvo, the gear stick fell in the right position so the special Riley remote     

became redundant. After much measuring the cut clutch housing was welded to 

the Volvo housing, but I found a problem matching the splines. Eventually I 

found Triumph Spitfire components fitted. The MG style reverse lock needed 

adjustment to enable all gears to be selected. 

I used the car for work on a regular basis and rarely put the hood up which was 

a modified ex Golf and not that good. Rather than have a new hood I made a 

matching hard top with a sunroof. 

It has done little mileage recently but I intend using it more in the coming year. 

 

                                                    Alistair Russell 
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